
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Cleveland Chamber Collective 
 
  
Your Project Title: American Icons 

Your Project Summary: We will be featuring American composers in our traditional concerts as well as our 

non-traditional pop-ups and cabarets. Special attention will be devoted to Leonard Bernstein in honor of his 

centennial. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The application somewhat meets the funding criteria. The organization shows a commitment to 

public benefit, including their commitment to make classical work more accessible by performing in less 

formal settings and providing performances which are free and accessible to the public. The pop-up 

concerts are especially fun. The agency has already secured funding to match their CAC request, and I 

was excited to see CAC funds earmarked as performer's fees. I would have liked to see more budget detail 

(what are those performance fees, for example?). The organization is tackling a host of issues, including a 

desire to expand their membership, build audiences and expand their repertoire. There are some points in 

the application where I lose sight of the specific, focused project goals. The application could be improved 

by including a statement from a partnering agency regarding the artistic collaboration, how the partnership 

has affected the agencies (increased creative capacity, artistic expansion, etc.) and how the collaboration 

might help leverage the agency into achieving its broader goals. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. I love what Cleveland Chamber Collective is 

doing to meaningfully engage with its community of artists, composers (new and old), and people of 

Cleveland. As stated in their application "so we can provide random acts of artistic kindness" is what is 

going to change this world for the better. I love the pop-up performances, I love that the performances are 

free and accessible, I love that they are featuring home grown American composers and highlighting the 

issues we face in our world today. BRAVO, Cleveland Chamber Collective. Beautiful application, beautiful 

mission! 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application demonstrates interesting artistic ideas. While some show of community 

understanding and public benefit are offered, the application could show more about how the knowledge of 

the community drives its work. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The areas where the organization is clearly comfortable and competent, such as the music 

selections and locations they'll perform, had a lot of detail. They were vague on details like what "diversity" 

means in this context, or in who they will engage, specifically. The goal didn't align well with the project and 

the measurements stated didn't align with the stated goal. 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: I love that they have reached the point where they feel they can grow and provide a better 

musical experience. It would have helped to show stronger public benefit if you included information about 

why you’ve added the new locations and neighborhoods. Would have been interesting to know if 

representation in the ensemble would be considered in the hopes of possibly diversifying the audience.  

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

